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We always welcome mail to the Tom of Finland Foundation. 

American Myth-Maker

Photography By A Southern Gentleman



"Actually, I can be quite the Southern belle, at times,"
jokes Jan Lynch in the requisite drawl. When it comes to
his photos, however, he can be downright Northern in
making sure they are treated the way he wants them to be
handled.

Though he is a member of the family for whom
Lynchburg, Virginia, was named, Jan himself was born
in Petersburg, Virginia, and raised in Knoxville,
Tennessee. His schooling was thoroughly cosmopolitan,
culminating in the study of philosophy in Rome. For a
while he taught school in Studio City, California, but he
missed Tennessee and returned there to work, knowing
that it would complicate his career to focus on homoerotic
photography in "the bible belt" of the American South.
Sure enough, his local exhibits of male nudes, innocuous
enough by most contemporary standards, have generated
controversy and encountered censorship in Knoxville.
Lynch does not suffer such treatment in a retiring manner.
In fact, he pulled his entire show from one restaurant
when the management removed a few of the photographs
they found 'offensive.'

Just wait until they
get a load of his

latest work!

When Jack Stice of Atlanta put his boy Tom Whitehead through his
paces for the judges in New Orleans this year and they were declared the
International Master and Slave for 1995, a number of photographers
were interested in doing a shoot with them.

Tom Whitehead takes up the story, "But, after Master saw some of the
work which Jan shot of me when I lived in Knoxville, (Whitehead was
one of Lynch's favorite models), Master decided he wanted only Jan to



A Jan Lynch photograph averages $200 these days and rising.
They are available through the Leslie-Lohman Gallery in New
York City, or write Jan himself at P.O.B. 8196, Knoxville, TN
37996 USA concerning special orders and commissions.

-- VALENTINE HOOVEN

PURGE!
The official mailing list for the Tom of Finland Foundation has grown so large the postage is consuming our
budget. Since many names on the list are at best marginally interested in the support of erotica, we are forced
to eliminate those names.

Ergo and consequently, if you are not a member of the Foundation, but you do want to continue to
receive the Dispatch, you must either a) join the Foundation, or b) send us money to cover the
postage for you to continue to receive our mailings ($5 U.S. and Canada / $10 rest of the universe).

Temporarily, anyone who writes, calls, or faxes us to indicate they do want to receive the mailings we will do
so, but this will eventually also become cost prohibitive for the Foundation's limited income.

Tom's Bar 4

Los Angeles - May 7 2 - 7 p.m.



 
at Moguls in Hollywood, 1650 Schrader (Hudson), $10.00 

Newest Foundation Publication
Tom of Finland Exhibition 1994-95 is hitting the bookstores now. The handsome 64 page catalog of the
exhibit which was such a success last spring at the Schwules Museum in Berlin offers many images from
Tom's life and work which have never been published and others being seen in color (16 pages of color) for
the first time. You can get the book through the Foundation at $20 plus $3 US $5 foreign postage but here is
the best part: this is a Foundation publication -- YOUR MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNTS APPLY!

Thank You!
The Foundation wants to begin to acknowledge those who have donated works to the permanent collection of
the Foundation, listing a few such persons in each issue:

CATHIE BAGWELL (our Chief Financial Officer) donated a number of works, highlighted by
four early 20th century Japanese pillow paintings on silk and an anonymous homophilic painting of
Grecian boys from the Twenties. 

MICHAEL GOLDIE donated a Cirby. 

MICHAEL BRONSTEIN has donated an entire collection in honor of his friend who originally
amassed the works, featuring originals by the Hun, Mack, and especially Wayne, an artist from whom
the Foundation did not previously have any original work. Michael's generosity included ephemera
such as rough sketches, correspondence, signed posters etc., but he (understandably) could not bear
to part with the three Tom of Finland originals that were a part of the collection, although he did



Canada's First Tom Exhibit Coupled With "Queer Culture"

The popular barber shop and gallery, 'Barbed Wire' at 25 Nicholas St., Unit 508, will host 24 originals from
the Foundation plus 2 locally-owned works, from May 6 through May 28 as part of the city-wide celebration
of gay culture. The exhibition was engineered by Queer Culture's Melinda Ramsey and Barbed Wire proprietor
David Wall and they are also handling the fundraiser being held to defray the insurance and other costs of the
exhibit at Trax V on May 3 at 9 pm, which will feature a Tom's Men Look-Alike Contest, a 50/50 raffle, and
other festivities. The public is also welcome to attend the 9 pm opening night party on May 6. Call
416.926.9428 for further details.

JUSTICE HOWARD and her photo of a boob-baring, snatch-flashing nun
caused quite a stir last issue of the Dispatch. To the left is another of the
notorious Howard's photos, this one chosen to quiet the twitching of the
twat-o-phobic among us. 

Hannu Merivuori

One of Tom of Finland's oldest and closest friends, Hannu Merivuori,
was lost to AIDS last month in Helsinki. Tom drew the portrait at left
in happier times, when they both were in their prime. Hannu is
survived by his life partner, Jukka Nurmi, who also enjoyed wearing
leather and uniforms to pose for Tom's artwork.

A Letter From the President
Our last newsletter with the revealing nun on the front page produced quite a range of reactions, just as we



anticipated it would. Fortunately, most of those who took the time to comment to us about it were positive,
happy to see the Foundation taking a broader approach to the documentation of erotic art.

On a realistic level, there are not enough pure Tom of Finland fans who are both altruistic enough and wealthy
enough to support a Foundation dedicated solely to the art of Tom of Finland by themselves. Sound fiscal
reasoning says it is a better financial approach to include all who are interested in the erotic field. To paraphrase
an old saying: There's solvency in numbers.

A few letters told us that Tom would roll over in his grave if he could see what we had done with his
foundation. Remember who is writing this to you -- the man who inspired Tom to agree to the formation of his
foundation in the first place. In response to these concerned persons -- and they are concerned persons, since
they took the time to write us -- we assure them that Tom was a much bigger person than that. Not only did he
have nothing against women, he even on occasion drew them (most notably with The Happy Harlot) and
though heterosexuality was never his "cup of tea," he felt that his foundation should be open to all forms of
erotic art, male and female, hetero and homo, primitive and modern, contemporary and historic.

We don't decieve ourselves into thinking we can please everyone but we do know that we shall defend and
protect all who are interested, not just in their own turn-ons, but also in discovering the beauty of seeing into
another person's mindset and we try to entertain our members with their own favorite erotica as well as educate
them as to what their brothers and sisters find erotic, sexual, and sensual.

A related note on Justice Howard, the female phtotgrapher featured in the last issue: Limited space (and the
article's subject of 'Women-generated erotica') kept us from showing the sort of examples of her work that
fool many a gay men into thinking that Justice Howard just had to be a gay man to capture men from such a
gay male sensibility. Look above this article and see what you think. Also, as to the female artist, Kira Od,
who did the half men/half animal creations: here's another example of a woman creating homo males doing it
in a very manly way. Women can get into male sexuality in a very appealing manner. So, get over it, guys --
Enjoy.

-- DURK DEHNER, PRESIDENT



Cartoon and poem by JORGE DOMINGOS: Rio De
Janeiro 

Yes, I'd licked you... but the Dog
licks "his" wounds too. by intuition
"he" licks the fissure with no intention
beyond the Cure. 

Erotic Art Gallery

Tom's Work Heads List For Sale

Response to the announcement in the last newsletter makes it clear that



Three mailings are planned for
this inaugural year, each offering

a minimum of sixteen and probably an excess of twenty pieces displayed
as quality laser copies, each page showing several works. The prices
will vary widely and while some works are not for the faint of wallet
(The notorious Robert Mapplethorpe "Self-portrait with Whip" which
recently sold for over $20,000 will be offered in the second mailing),
most of the works are by new and emerging artists who ask as little as
$100.00 for their labor. The subscription price is $15.00 per year in the
U.S. and Canada and $5.00 more elsewhere to partially cover the higher
postage. Collectors and artists interested in offering work for sale should
contact Volker C/O the Foundation for a fact sheet.

SEXART 4

Call for Entries

San Francisco radical sex photographer Mark I. Chester seeks fine art work in all media on sex, sexuality, and
eroticism from sensual nudes to sexual outrage for his ninth annual Folsom Street Fair show in September.
Submit 1 to 10 images with a similar technique, style or subject matter in slides or photos. POB 422501, San
Francisco 94142 or call 415-621-6294.

Up and Cumming
New York City's Second Butch Ball! June 23 Irving Plaza 10:30 pm 212-307-7171 
Chicago's International Mr Leather Memorial Day Weekend 1-800-545-6753 
Los Angeles Tom's Bar 4 
Toronto's Queer Culture W/First Tom Of Finland Exhibition 

Member's Weekend

Nov 10, 11, & 12 Officially Selected

Set aside the dates now for the first Tom of Finland Foundation Members' Weekend. Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday will be packed with lectures, exhibits, demonstrations, and parties! We will have special



Everything is still in the planning stage, so now is the time to let us know what you would like to see happen,
both on the serious side and just for fun! Come and help us try to turn all of Los Angeles into a
fan-fuckin'-tastic Tom of Finland land! 

Heino Muller

Former European agent for the Tom of Finland Foundation, Tom's friend and fan of
his work, died on Tuesday, April 18, 1995, holding the hand of his friend, Ralf
Marsault. The pair were profiled in the Summer 1994 edition of the Dispatch. He
will be missed.
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