
One Board member says he doesn’t like
using the word ‘anniversary’ because “I can’t help
thinking of marriage.” Personally, I don’t like us-
ing the word ‘birthday’ — maybe because I’ve had
so many…

But whatever you want to call it, last Novem-
ber we celebrated the Foundation’s foundation
twenty years ago, and we’re determined to mark
this anniversary, uh birthday, uh thing all year long
— while trying to make sure we stick around for-
ever.

To that end, we announced at February’s
Commanders Dinner – the annual event at Foun-
dation HQ honoring our major donors – the for-
mation of the 20th Anniversary Capital Campaign
(I’m the Prez — I got to choose the word!). The
purpose of this campaign is twofold: first, in the
short term, to upgrade and purchase equipment
needed in the office, e.g., a new art-oriented da-
tabase; to do some focused publicity and out-
reach with the hope of increasing Foundation
membership; and to transform at least one room
of the Foundation House into a workroom-cum-
storage facility. This last has already begun to
happen, with one of the bedrooms now gradually
taking on the look and feel of an atelier. Wait’ll
you see it — a dedicated space for incoming
works for the Permanent Collection Department!

The long-term goals are, naturally, more
ambitious — and much more expensive. We need
a van to transport art and supplies to and from
events; we need to make major and essential
repairs to the house; and we want to retire the
mortgage, so the Foundation will own the prop-
erty outright, with the confidence and security only
full ownership can provide.

We are in the process of drawing up a ‘Wish
List’ of all these items — and more! — and will
be posting it, along with estimates of what every-
thing will cost, on the website in the near future.

Launching such a campaign, especially
when the goal is in the hundreds of thousands of
dollars, is daunting, and we don’t embark on it
lightly. However, what we also announced in Feb-
ruary is that we begin the Campaign with a bang:
$100,000, which came to the Foundation in Janu-
ary through the sale of several Tom of Finland
originals.

For those of you who wonder how this hap-
pened: Before Tom died, he and Foundation co-

The Foundation’s
Capital Campaign
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founder Durk Dehner chose more than 500 of the
preliminary drawings Tom brought over from Fin-
land to be part of the Permanent Collection, along
with the very early works from the 1940s that he
had kept all those years: these rough sketches
were added to the finished works returned from
Tom’s publishers, and together they make up the
core of the Permanent Collection.

Tom had many more preliminary sketches
— in fact, he’d brought over an additional 1,500
works — which he gave to the Foundation to use
as needed through the years: to sell, to donate,
to display, whatever. Some of these are con-
signed to The Western Project, the official gal-
lery representative of Tom’s work, and some re-
main at the Foundation.

Well, in January, a collector — the gentle-
man who purchased last year’s Image of the Year,
in fact — was looking to enlarge his collection.
To make a long story short, he wound up pur-
chasing quite a few of the available Toms.

We decided to dedicate the money from that
purchase to open the new Capital Campaign. We
hope you will join the Campaign, and help take
the Foundation to the next level. You can do this
by making an unrestricted gift of cash or securi-
ties, or by underwriting one or more of the items
on the Wish List. Major donors will be recognized
with permanent plaques at HQ, and, of course,
may receive tax deductions for their gifts. You
might also consider upping your membership
level to one of the three new membership cat-
egories: Commodore ($500 per year), Admiral
($1,000), and Lifetime Member (a one-time do-
nation of ($2,500). We’re happy to report we al-
ready have our first three Lifetime Members —
you could be next!

We also invite you to consider hosting a
fundraising event for the Foundation. This can
be an intimate evening in your home, with a se-
lect group of friends and colleagues — or it can
be a larger event at a gallery, a restaurant, or a
bar. Events such as these, especially when
hosted by members who live in cities where the
Foundation doesn’t have a regular presence, not
only raise needed funds, but also promote aware-
ness of the Foundation and its mission, and of-
ten lead to new memberships. Whichever kind of
event you’d like to host, we will help, and will fur-
nish materials to ‘dress it up.’ So please consider
becoming one of our ‘Ambassadors’ — it will help
us, and it can be a lot of fun!

— Dan Berkowitz, President



The field of
male erotic arts
has always been
one of great scope
and breadth. Com-
pare the sugges-
tiveness of George
Quaintance, and
the romantic in-
volvement of his
men to the subse-

quent works of Tom of Finland, who borrowed
George’s romantic qualities and then placed his
characters in direct embraces. This speaks not
so much to the times in which these artists lived
in, but to the individual sensibilities of each artist.

In the 1970s, in the middle of Texas, lived
an artist, similar to Quaintance and Tom of Fin-
land, who was inspired by the essence of male
virility. His name was Paul Tankersley, aka
TANK, and the overriding aesthetic of his work
is a glorification of the American cowboy. TANK
drew the cowboys and farmhands who spent
long stretches of time in the ranchlands of Texas
with only their fellow cowpokes for companion-
ship. In TANK’s drawings, one had a sense that
each man stood alone, strong and upright as a
Ponderosa pine. His work also underscored the
bond between men, and suggested a strong
undercurrent of eroticism that might manifest
itself when the campfire dimmed.

TANK’s career was tragically foreshortened
by his sudden death from AIDS complications
in 1992. Working mainly in graphite and colored
pencil, occasionally in oils, TANK displayed a
strong eye for realism, with fine pencil strokes
not unlike Tom of Finland’s style. He was very
fond of the work he created, and rarely parted
with an original. Instead, he produced high qual-
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Foundation Recipient of Artist’s Catalogue
Partner Donates TANK Original Drawings to Permanent Collection

ity photo prints available by order and at gay
rodeo weekends. Tom and I had the good for-
tune to do business with TANK, offering his work
through the mail order company we created to
merchandize Tom’s work.

TANK’s partner, Stephen Worley, had a
deep loyalty and love for his companion of 14
years and the magnificent works he created, and
when TANK passed on he assured me that his
work was in good hands, but, should the day
come when they’d be ceded to an institution for
safekeeping, we would be notified.

That day arrived this past year when the
Tom of Finland Foundation was the fortunate re-
cipient of 24 original TANK works, as well as a
significant selection of the photo prints he of-
fered to the public. Thanks to the generosity and
vision of his partner, Stephen Worley, the Foun-
dation now has a mandate to assure that the
public doesn’t forget the work of this talented
artist, who accomplished so much in his short
life. The Foundation has given a print to our host
for the NY Erotic Art Weekend, the The Les-
bian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Commu-
nity Services Center, where it can be seen dur-
ing the Fair this year. TANK’s work will join the
larger library of bequests held by the Founda-
tion for preservation and study, and as a source
of inspiration for artists aspiring to follow the
same path.

Along with all the supporters of the Foun-
dation, I thank Stephen Worley for his generous
bequest. We are honored that he has placed his
trust, as well as his partner’s legacy, in our
hands. We are privileged to safeguard this im-
portant collection, with others, as part of our on-
going mission to promote, protect, and preserve
erotic art.

— Durk Dehner

It is with sadness we write of the death of John Klamik —
better known "Sean" — on January 5, 2005. He combined two of
his loves — art and activism — as the original editorial cartoonist
"Buckshot" for the old Advocate. During the next three decades,
as "Shawn", he contributed cartoons to mainstream gay
newspapers and magazines. As "Sean" he contributed to more
specialized publications and exhibited at the Tom of Finland
Foundation art shows. John wrote and illustrated graphic novels,
and illustrated many books and short stories.

He is survived by Jim Newberry, his companion of 40 years.
A more in-depth article is available on our website.

Artist in Passing: Sean

F
ro

m
 “

B
iff

 B
ou

nd
”,

 c
ir

ca
 1

98
3

“B
ro

nc
o”

 b
y 

TA
N

K
, c

. 1
99

0



- 10 -

Life Drawing Workshops

Tom of Finland drew men who were larger
than life, supplying the trampled self-esteem of
gay men worldwide
with a new, guilt-free
paradigm and template
for their bodies and
spirits.

   In death, Tom
himself has become
larger than life, his nu-
merous works now ar-
guably the most well-
known, recognized,
and influential ex-
amples of gay icon-
ography extant. More
surprising is the fact
that Tom’s work is
slowly transcending its
genre origins and be-
coming embraced by a
larger audience — men
and women alike —
defying gender or
sexual preference.

Tom now belongs to the world, not just the
world he came from, and the love of Tom world-
wide only seems to grow.

   A major factor in Tom’s growing league
of admirers is the work itself: Tom’s men are
happy hedonists unburdened by shame or guilt,
and his drawings are infused with a sunny erot-
icism and playfulness as idyllic as it is erotic.

Due to a generous grant from the Peter S.
Reed Foundation, ToFF has been able to expand
its operations in several key areas of archiving
and preservation. Over 1,500 original works by
Tom of Finland, which form the basis of the
Foundation’s Permanent Collection, will be
digitally photographed and transferred to new,
state-of-the-art storage, which will allow them
to be used for study without endangering the
artwork. Of these, 500 pieces — spanning all
decades of Tom’s artistry, and representing his
full range of subject matter — will be kept
permanently with the Foundation.

The remaining works, all preliminary
sketches, have been allocated for sale

GRANT ALLOWS ToFF TO
EXPAND OPERATIONS

The Foundation sponsors monthly
workshops open to artists — amateur and
professional — interested in honing their skills.
We usually have two or more models selected
by our experienced coordinator, Joe Hilton. A
modest $15 donation is requested, but no one
is turned away. Donations to our Marcello Lupetti
Artists Fund allow even beginning artists to take
advantage of these opportunities. Visit our
website or give us a call for dates and times.

But a good deal of credit for the artist’s expand-
ed audience belongs to Benedikt Taschen, pub-

lisher of  Tom of Fin-
land: The Art of Plea-
sure, now in its third
printing. (Taschen re-
ceived the Tom of Fin-
land Foundation’s
2002 Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.)

  Building on the
success of The Art of
Pleasure, Taschen
next focuses on a
single character from
the artist’s oeuvre.
Aficionados who can’t
get enough of Tom can
now have their ‘Kake’,
and eat it too, as
Taschen prepares to
roll out the complete
adventures of Tom’s
randy alter-ego, the
untiring and non-

discriminating stud known as ‘Kake’. With the
added attraction of some of the artist’s early,
unpublished work, as well as personal photos
and memorabilia, the book will feature the bold
art direction and sophisticated production values
Taschen brings to all its titles, with its usual low
cover price, affordable to all. The book will
appear in bookstores in May 2005.

Taschen Plans New Tom of Finland Opus

periodically to support ToFF’s ongoing programs
of preservation and education.

We thank the Reed Foundation for its
generosity and vision in recognizing a cultural
treasure in need of documentation and
preservation, and making that need a reality.
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Fourth Annual
Commanders Dinner

Support the
Erotic Arts!
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20 Years of Dedication to Protecting,
Preserving And Promoting Erotic Art

Keep up to date with the world of
erotic art and Foundation activites

by subscribing to the Dispatch e-news,
our electronic newsletter sent twice a
month. Visit our website to sign up!

www.TomOfFinlandFoundation.org

The Tom of Finland Foundation’s Fourth
Annual Commanders Dinner, held February 19
at Foundation headquarters, was highlighted by
the unveiling of the Foundation’s “Image of the
Year,” and the conferring of three new Lifetime
Memberships to ToFF supporters.

Of the three honorees this year, two —
Barney Alfs and Robert W. Clement — are long-
time Foundation supporters. The third is John
"Roadkill" McConnell, whose generosity enabled
the Foundation to launch its Capital Campaign.

Foundation President Dan Berkowitz pre-
sented the three new Lifetime Members with an
obelisk designed by artist Philip Hitchcock, and
all attending were pampered throughout the
evening by the usual stable of studly ToFF vol-
unteers. Visual distraction was provided by art-
ist Sean Platter, who with model Gannon Grey

On our back cover: Our 2004 Artist Hall of Fame
recipient, Michael Kirwan, created this original
artwork for our NY Erotic Art Fair Weekend.
Signed limited edition posters will be available
@ the Fair for $25.00.

Got the urge to
make a difference but
not sure what to do? Let
us cure that itch!

Help the Founda-
tion out by donating your
time and skills towards
the arts.
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This issue was underwriten in part by:
• Michaeljohn Horne •

• 665 Leather and Fetish Company •
• Shawn Farnsworth •
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demonstrated the Alpha Alias Sketchbook, a digi-
tal drawing device that resembles a high tech
Etch-A-Sketch and displays amazing subtlety in
mimicking pencil and brush strokes. On the sec-
ond floor of the Foundation, an installation of
images by the late artist Paul Tankersley, aka
TANK, illuminated the iconography of the cow-
boy that was the artist’s signature. Art experts
Eddy Coyote and Chris Cueva offered advice
on the care and maintenance of fine art. The
evening culminated in the traditional dinner of
marinated lemon chicken, rice pilaf, and steamed
vegetables — Tom’s favorite meal — prepared,
as always, with loving care by his favorite stud,
Foundation Director and co-founder, Durk Deh-
ner.

Next up is Tom’s Cocktail Party on June
10. This is our annual thank you to members
who have contributed $100 and up. We hope
to see you there!
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